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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Music by Larry Clark (b. 1963) is some of the most popular and most performed
by concert bands and string orchestras of all ability levels. Larry is equally adept
at writing music for beginners as he is for high school and college ensembles.
His music is tuneful, contains a fresh harmonic perspective, is well scored and
stretches the musicianship of the performers. He prides himself on producing
music that is not only intriguing to performers and audiences alike but that
contains a playability that comes from a keen understanding of the technical
difficulties inherent in all instruments. His pieces have been performed
internationally and appear on numerous contest/ festival performance required
music lists. He is an ASCAP award-winning composer, has over 300 publications
in print and is in demand to write commissions for bapdg and orchestras across the

: country. Q
In addition to his abilities as xp ser, Larry is the founa Ql’resident of Excelcia Music
Q d orchestra along with related

Publishing. His new company will focus gmmgdycational music for band, &ygr
methods and books. Prior to Larry star wn publishing compa served for over eighteen years as
Vice President, Editor-in-Chief for Carl beT Music, and before tlag strumental Music Editor for Warner

Bros. Publications. Larry travels the 1d presenting clinics / wqrkshy nd guest conducting appearances. His
background as a former middle s irector and Director of E @ at Syracuse University, combined with his

composing and editing, havg p arry at the forefrontQ for school ensembles. He holds a Bachelors
Degree in Music Education rida State Universit ]

sters Degrees in Conducting and Composition
from James Madison Univ 1h Virginia. For more inforMgtion about the music of Larry Clark, visit his website

www.larryclarkmusic.c@ o 0 q
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Since Thunder Chase was written specifiga r an honor band, it w@goal to write a piece d@ an

opportunity to every section of the ban so wanted to write a p has a

lay a key role in the pigce.
constant energy, an always forwar mentum, that would be ex@for students to play. Q
.
One of my favorite movies jn s was “Twister.” It wa$ V@\triguing to me that d their careers
chasing storms. Thunder Cha attempt to depict throu Nusic the high energy ch ese sciences minded
individuals go through w@ ing to better understa storms.

3
The piece begins whtiNaddramatic maestoso %& with hints of the har \ged melodic material used
s

throughout t r e main theme then pr at a brisk tempo in the F ith incessant accompaniment
‘cet

staccato eightMgbtepin the reeded woodwinds as ke motor that drives th
the main theme, Were is a more lyrical bridge theme led by the lower vpic
to provide the rhythmic drive.

roughout. After a tutti version of
e constant eighth notes continue

After a return of the main theme, the piece proceeds through a &V@ent of the themes, with rthythmic fragments
and interplay between the brass, percussion and woodwinds, % th the third theme that is slower, more lyrical,
and in a major key, but the eighth notes continue. The piecé @ to the earlier material with more orchestrational
alterations for variety that leads to a dramatic conclusio

it useful for your program.

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to ¥€e)his piece. I hope you and your students enjoy it and find

—Larry Clark
Lakeland, FL 2024
You
o
larryclarkmusic.com larryclarkmusic larryclarkmusic excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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